
The main career paths are presented. Of course, individual career paths may be different. 

R1: First Stage Researcher. Up to the point of PhD
R2: Recognised Researcher. PhD holders or equivalent who are not yet fully independent
R3: Established Researcher. Researchers who have developed a level of independence
R4: Leading Researcher. Researchers leading their research area or field
R1 and R2 together are limited to 10 years. Green are the qualification periods

Professional activity in business, administration,  
non-university science and society

Postdoc  
(R2)

Doctoral Degree (R1)

Junior professorship /  
Tenure Track W1 (R3)

Professorship (University /  
University of applied sciences) 

W2, W3 (R4)

Permanent position /  
Third-party funded position
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